Proximity storage of surgical instruments in the operative field.
A new microsurgical instrument, the surgical pocket, is described, and its value for storing instruments in the surgical field during operation is discussed. Specific procedures for using the pocket in the field with the bipolar coagulator, suction irrigator, dissector, and scissors are presented. Proximity storage of microsurgical instruments reduces the surgeon's reliance upon other surgical personnel by allowing instrument transfers to be made without assistance. In addition, it reduces stress and fatigue for the surgeon by shortening the length of the operation and reducing eye strain by reducing the need to shift vision from the eyepieces of the microscope to the operating room and back each time an instrument is exchanged.